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Protecting Your School Property from Frost and Freeze Related Losses

Frost/Freeze Protection

In recent years, many Schools have suffered loss or damage to their
premises and contents due to freezing temperatures and adverse

weather conditions.

The Christmas holiday periods of 2009 and 2010 were
characterised by two large significant weather events
which led to severe losses to many Schools throughout the
island of Ireland. The long term weather forecast indicates
that further severe periods of weather could become the
norm in this country in the years ahead.

Allianz are committed to Pricing Stability with our
Schools, however recent significant Freeze Losses have
made this commitment more challenging. We recognise
that in the current economic climate Schools are under
increasing financial pressure and therefore to help avoid
future premium increases we are committed to
working in partnership with you to provide expert advice
(including costings and approved contractors) on how to
avoid Freeze related losses in your School.

In many cases the losses experienced could be
prevented or reduced by the implementation of good
maintenance and cost effective loss prevention measures.
To assist you with this process we have outlined the
specific steps that need to be taken to adequately
protect your School from these losses in the future. Each
step below covers a specific area that our experts have
identified as being the cause of burst pipes, details of the

Requirements

1. Pipes
Are all your exposed pipes lagged to at least 19mm protection
along their entire length including all Joints and Corners?

Answer Yes No

Solution If No, all pipes must be fully lagged to at least
19mm standard along their entire length including all
Joints and Corners.

Estimated cost in an average School €7/m + vat

checks that need to be carried out and approximate costs
to rectify any problems identified. Implementing these
steps will ensure that your School has the most adequate
precautions in place to avoid burst pipes.

In this brochure we have detailed seven steps to be
taken to adequately protect your School against Freeze
and Frost related losses. The first five measures are
requirements and if they are not implemented ahead of
the winter period, the excess in respect of any damage
caused by the bursting of water pipes or tanks will
increase to €1,000. If these measures are implemented,
your excess will remain at €300. Measures 6 and 7 are
recommendations that should be followed in order to
protect your School but are not requirements.

Allianz recognise that requirements for Schools can
differ depending on their size and structure. In some
cases the requirements outlined in this brochure may
not be suitable for your School. If this is the case, we
recommend that your School engage a professional
contractor to confirm in writing that all relevant weather
preventative measures have been implemented. This
will satisfy the weather preventative requirements and
ensure your School Policy excess remains at €300.

2. Water Tanks

Are all water tanks in attic spaces fully lagged on all sides
(excluding underneath) including all feed pipes into and
out of such tanks?

Answer Yes No

Solution If No, all water tanks must be lagged to at least
80mm standard including all feed pipes into and out of
the tanks (note the underside of the tanks should not be
insulated to allow heat from the School reach the tank).
Estimated cost in an average School €20/sq m + vat



3. Frost Thermostats

Are there Frost Thermostats in strategic locations within
your premises connected to your heating system so that
same operate automatically once the ambient tempera-
ture in the School drops to 2 degrees Celsius or below?

Answer Yes No

Solution If Noyou should consult with an SEl approved
contractor to establish the most appropriate areas within the
School to install Frost Thermostats which will automatically
activate your heating system once the ambient temperature
within the School drops to 2 degrees Celsius or below.
Estimated Cost €150 + vat per Thermostat

4. Infrared Lamps

Do you have an infrared lamp installed in your Boiler
House that activates when the temperature is 2 degrees
Celsius or lower?

Answer Yes No

Solution If Noinstall an infrared lamp in your Boiler
House unless your Boiler has a Frost Thermostat fitted
which activates the Boiler when the Temperature drops
to 2 degrees Celsius or below.

Estimated cost €130 + vat

5. Vacant School Buildings
Is any portion of the School premises permanently
unoccupied/no longer in use?

Answer Yes No

Solution If Yes, the water supply to this portion of the
premises should be isolated unless heat is maintained as
per the remainder of the premises.

Estimated cost €0 to €250 + vat

Recommendations

6. Inline Pump

Is there an “inline pump” fitted to your heating system
(aninline pump is a pump fitted to your heating system
which activates at a temperature of lower than 2 degrees
celsius and maintains water circulation even when your
heating fails thus preventing the water from freezing and
subsequent bursting of pipes)?

Answer Yes No

Solution If No, inline pumps can provide invaluable
backup protection where your heating system fails or
has been inadvertently switched off and we would
strongly recommend that you install inline pumps within
your heating system and connect them to the Frost
Thermostats so that the inline pump operates when the
temperature drops to 2 degrees Celsius or below.
Estimated cost €450 + vat each

7. Automatic Shut off Valve
Is there an automatic shut off valve in place to turn off
the water, should a burst occur?

Answer Yes No

Solution If No, an automatic valve alarmed for leaks and
bursts should be installed.
Estimated cost €550 + vat

Estimated costs detailed above are based on standard
construction School buildings and can vary based on the
specific requirements of some Schools.
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